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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication (s) filed on 30 August 2004 . 
23)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ia Claim(s) 10-12.14.15.18 and 1Q is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 C!aim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 10-12. 14.15.18 and 1Q is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or forni PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)n All b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed on August 30, 2004. 



2. Claims 10-12, 14-15, 18 and 19 are pending. 

3. Claims 10-12 and 14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Beaujean et al. (US Patent No. 5,505,875), hereinafter "Beaujean" for the reasons set forth in the 
previous office action. 

4. Claims 10-12, 14 and 1 5 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brichard (US Patent No. 4,421,669) for the reasons set forth in the previous office action. 



5. 



Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over 



Koyakumaru et al. (US Patent No. 5,489,399) for the reasons set forth in the previous office 
action. 



Response to Arguments 
6. Applicants' arguments filed August 30, 2004 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to each of the obviousness rejection based upon Beaujean, Brichard and 
Koyakumaru, Applicants argue that the claimed formula {mJim, + mp)= c. 1/r) governing the 
amount of stearic acid applied to a percarbonate (or carbonate) particle provides unexpected 
results and is more than just "routine experimentation" as shown in Figure 1 which shows that 
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when water contacts a percarbonate material compounded with 1.5 g stearic acid/100 g, in 
accordance with claimed formula, the pH value remains relatively constant for almost four hours 
in contrast to the pH value of percarbonate not compounded with stearic acid which increases 
almost instantaneously when exposed to water. Applicants also argue that each of Beaujean, 
Brichard and Koyakumaru are all concerned with providing storage-stable percarbonate (or 
carbonate) products but are not concerned with providing a percarbonate (or carbonate) product 
with a stepped pH profile which occurs with the claimed invention. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the above arguments because the showing in 
Figure 1 is not compared to the closest prior art as in each of Beaujean, Brichard and 
Koyakumaru. The percarbonate compounded with stearic acid of the claimed invention is 
compared to a percarbonate without stearic acid, whereas each of the prior art teaches 
percarbonate (or carbonate) coated with fatty acids which include stearic acid. In addition, the 
showing is limited to percarbonate compounded with stearic acid, and not alkali metal carbonate 
coated with stearic acid as in present claims 18-19. Even though Beaujean, Brichard and 
Koyakumaru are concerned with providing storage-stable percarbonate (or carbonate) products 
but are not explicitly concerned with providing a percarbonate (or carbonate) product with a 
stepped pH profile which occurs with the claimed invention, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to reasonably expect the 
percarbonate or carbonate product of each of Beaujean, Brichard and Koyakumaru to behave 
similarly because same process steps and similar ingredients have been utilized. 
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7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 3 7 CFR 1.13 6(a). 

A shortened statutoiy period for reply to this fmal action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lorna M. Douyon whose telephone number is (571) 272-13 13. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays from 8:00AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra Gupta can be reached on (571) 272-13 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Loma M. Douyon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 



